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were naturally shaped by the conditions prevailing in the
country in that period. During the second half of that
century, with the suppression of the uprising of 1857, the
spirit of revolt against foreign rule had been completely
crushed. The impact with the West had certainly given
rise to a spirit of renaissance, but initially this was largely
confined to social, religious and cultural fields. Political
consciousness, if that term is used to denote impatience with
foreign rule, did not manifest itself till the closing years of
the century. In the meantime, it was not foreign rule
itself that was the target of criticism, but certain manifesta-
tions thereof. The Grand Old Man of Indian politics,
Dadhabhai Naoroji, was perhaps the earliest outstanding
Indian interested in politics. He was followed by a number
of other outstanding men of the period like Surendranath
Banerjea. W. C. Bonnerjea, Justice Ranade and the
youngest among them, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, whom
Gandhiji once called his political guru. These leaders, of
whom Romesh Dutt was one, were interested in "reforming"
the existing Government, in pointing out the mistakes and
even the injustices of which the Government were guilty, and
in suggesting measures, including institutional changes, which
in their opinion were necessary to ensure that such mistakes
and injustices did not perpetuate themselves. They did so
with considerable earnestness and success, and thus laid
the foundation for the new generation of leaders who carried
the movement to the next logical stage, namely, the stage
of revolt against foreign rule. The fact that the earlier
generation of leaders did not share the outlook of the succeed-
ing generation, and even seemed to be bitterly opposed to
the later, both in their objectives and in their methods,
does not indicate that there was an essential conflict between
the two. The younger leaders were the logical successors to

